The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1-15. (Cancelled) 

1 6. (Currently Amended) A method for treating diabetes or a 
complication thereof comprising administering to a patient in need thereof an 
effective amount of one of the following compounds 

• 24>enzylthio~4~phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 , -methylphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 -chlorophenylthio)-4-phenyt-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 , -fluorophenylthio)-4-pheny!"4»oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methoxyphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2"phenyithio-4-phenyl-4»oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-carboxymethylthio-4~phenyl«4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-cyclohexylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(2 7 -naphthylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• ethyl 2-phenyithio~4~phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4 -fluorophenytthio)-4-phenyi~4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4 , -chlorophenyithio)-4-phenyl-4-»oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4'-methyiphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2«(4 -methoxyphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(2 , -naphthylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-cyclohexyithio~4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-benzylthk>4~phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• 2»phenylthio~4~(4 -methoxyphenyl)~4~oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2"(4^fluorophenylthio)-4-(4-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4-chlorophenylthio)-4»(4 , -methoxypheny!H-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4^methylphenylthio)-4-(4 , -methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 , -methoxyphenylthioH-(4 , -methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid ; 
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# 2-(2 , -naphthyIthioH-(4 , -methoxypheny!)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

♦ 2-cyclohexylthio-4-(4'-methoxyphenyiH-oxobutanoic acid; 

* 2-benzyithio-4-(4 , -methoxyphenylH-oxobutanoic acid; 

* 2-phenylthio-4-(4'-chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 , -fiuorophenylthio)-4-(4 , -chlorophenylH-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2~(4 , ~methyiphenylth^ acid; 

• 2-(4^methoxyphenylthio)»-4"(4 r -chiorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; of 

• 2-(2 y -naphthyithio)-4-(4 , -ch!orophenyI)-4-oxobutanoic acid; or 




or a geometrical or optical isomer thereof, 
or a tautomeric form thereof; 
or a solvate or hydrate thereof, 

or a salt thereof with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable acid or base. 

27. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 16, wherein 
the risk of hypoglycaemia is reduced, 

28. (Previously Presented) A method according to Claim 16, wherein 
non-insulin-dependent diabetes or a complication thereof is treated, 

30, (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 16, wherein 
the compound administered is capable of the inhibition of kynurenine 3-hydroxylase. 

31 , (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 16, wherein 
the compound administered is capable of the inhibition of kynurenine 3-hydroxylase 
in an in vitro test, 

32, (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 16, wherein 
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diabetes is treated. 



33. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 16, wherein a 
complication of diabetes is treated, 

34. (Currently Amended) A compound, which is 

• 2~benzylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• a-f^-methylphenylthioH-phenyM-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2»(4 -chlorophenylthio)-4-phenyl"4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 ? -fluorophenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2~(4'~methoxyphenylthio)-4-phenyl~4~oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2«phenylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2~carboxymethylthio-4-phenyl~4~oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2~cyclohexyIthio-4~phenyI~4~oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(2 I -naphthylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• ethyl 2-phenylthio~4~phenyI-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2^4'4luorophenylthio)-4-phenyl-4~oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4 -chlorophenylthio)-4"phenyl-4»oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4^methylphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4 -methoxyphenylthio)-4-pheny1-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(2'-naphthylthio)~4-phenyi-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-cyclohexylthio-4~phenyI-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-benzylthio~4~phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• 2-phenylthio-4-(4'-methoxypheny!)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4-fluorophenylthio)-4-(4-methoxyphenyf)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 , -chlorophenylthio)-4-(4 , -methoxyphenyl)»4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4-methylpheny!thio)-4-(4 -methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid ; 

• 2-(4'-methoxy phenylthio)-4-(4-methoxypheny!)-4-oxobutanoic acid ; 

• 2-(2 , -naphthylthioH»(4 , -methoxyphenylH-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-cyclohexylthio-4-(4 , -methoxyphenylH-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-benzylthio-4-(4-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-phenylthio-4-(4 , -chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 
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♦ 2-(4 , -fluorophenylthio)-4-(4 , -chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

♦ 2-(4 , -methylphenyithio)-4-(4 , -chiorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid ; 

• 2-(4 , -methoxyphenytthio)-4-(4 -chIorophenyt)-4-oxobutanoic acid; of 

• 2-(2 ? -naphthylthio)-4-(4 -chlorophenyi)-4-oxobutanoic acid; or 




or a geometrical or optical isomer thereof, 
or a tautomeric form thereof; 
or a solvate or hydrate thereof, 

or a salt thereof with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable acid or base, 
or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable prodrug thereof. 

35, (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 16, comprising 
administering to a patient in need thereof an effective amount of one of the following 
compounds 

• 2-benzylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4^methylphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4-chlorophenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-{4 , -fluorophenylthio)-4-phenyi-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methoxyphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-phenyithio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-carboxymethyIthio-4~phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-cyclohexyithio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(2 ? -naphthylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• ethyl 2-phenylthio~4~phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4'~fIuorophenylthio)~4~phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4 , -chlorophenylthio)-4-pheny!-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-{4 , -methylphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4 ? -methoxyphenylthio)-4-phenyl-4»oxobutanoate; 
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• ethyl 2-(2'-naphthylthio)-4~phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-cyc!ohexylthio-4~phenyl~4~oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-benzylthio-4~phenyl~4~oxobutanoate; 

• 2-phenyithio-4-(4-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 , 4luorophenylthto)-4-{4 J -rriethoxyphenyiH-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 , -chlorophenylthio)-4"(4 , -methoxyphenyi)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 , -methylphenylthioH"(4 , »methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 , -methoxyphenyithio)-4-(4 , -»methoxypheny l)-4-oxobutanoic acid ; 

• 2-(2 -naphthyIthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2"Cyclohexylthio»4-(4 ? -methoxyphenyi)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• a-benzylthio^^-methoxyphenylH-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-*phenylthio-4-(4 , -chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 1 »fluorophenylthio)-4-(4 , -chlorophenyi)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 , -methyiphenyIthio)-4-(4-ch!orophenyi)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2»(4 f -methoxyphenylthio)-4-(4'-ch[orophenyi)-4-oxobutanoic acid; of 

• 2-(2 J -naphthyithio)-4-(4'-chlorophenyl)-4»«oxobutanoic acid; or 




CI 



or a salt thereof with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable acid or base. 

36, (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 34, wherein 
the risk of hypoglycaemia is reduced, 

37, (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 34, wherein 
non-insuiin-dependent diabetes or a complication thereof is treated, 

38, (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 34, wherein 
diabetes is treated. 
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39. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 34, wherein a 
complication of diabetes is treated. 

44, (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 34, comprising 
administering to a patient in need thereof an effective amount of one of the following 
compounds 

• 2-benzylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-methyiphenylthio)»4»phenyI-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 , -chlorophenylthio)~4~phenyi-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 5 -fluorophenylthio)-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 , -methoxyphenylth!o)»4-phenyM-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-phenylthio~4~pheny!~4~oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(2^naphthylthioH'phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• ethyl 2-phenylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2~(4 '4luorophenylthio)~4~phenyi~4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2~(4 '~chlorophenylthio)~4»phenyl~4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethy! 2-(4 , -methyiphenylthio)»4-phenyi-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(4 T -methoxyphenyfthio)-4»phenyI-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-(2 -naphthylthio)~4~phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• ethyl 2-benzylthio-4-phenyl-4-oxobutanoate; 

• 2-phenylthio-4"(4 , -methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4'-fluorophenylthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyiH-oxobutanoicacid; 

• 2-(4»chlorophenylthio)-4-(4 , -methoxyphenylH-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2~(4 -methy lphenylthk>)-4-(4 -methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid ; 

• 2-(4 , -methoxyphenylthio)-4-(4'-methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(2-naphthylthio)-4-(4 , -methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-benzylthio~4~(4 J ~methoxyphenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-phenylthio-4-(4'-chlorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 r -f luoropheny lthio)-4-(4 ~chiorophenyi)-4-oxobutanoic acid ; 

• 2-(4 J -methylphenylthio)-4-(4 , -ch!orophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• 2-(4 ? -methoxyphenylthio)-4-(4 -chloropheny[)-4-oxobutanoic acid; ef 

• 2-(2'-naphthylthio)-4-(4 , -chiorophenyl)-4-oxobutanoic acid; or 
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or a salt thereof with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable acid or base. 

45. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 34, comprising 
administering to a patient in need thereof an effective amount of one of the following 
compounds 

• 2-carboxymefhylthio-4-phenyi-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

or a salt thereof with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable acid or base. 

46, (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 34, comprising 
administering to a patient in need thereof an effective amount of one of the following 
compounds 

• 2-cycIohexylthio-4~phenyl-4-oxobutanoic acid; 

• ethyl 2-cyclohexylthio-4-phenyl-4«"OXObutanoate; or 

• 2-cyclohexy!thio-4-(4'-methoxypheny!)-4-oxobutanoic acid; 
or a salt thereof with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable acid or base. 
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